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stone Junior College, La Plume, Penn- 
sylvania, which ran the work camp 
under contract to the Park Service, 
also offered four elective modules — 
communications, photography, garden- 
ing, and arts and crafts — of which 
each person chose at least one. 

The principal thrust of the YCC 
education program is to involve the 
worker-campers in various activities, 
for example gathering water and soil 
samples. A prime teaching method is 
to tie in environmental education 
whenever possible with work projects 
or camp trips. While certainly a great 


deal of factual information is absorbed 
by the participants, perhaps the most 
valuable aspect of the program is that 
it may promcte a lasting environmental 
awareness among participants. The 
Dingmans Ferry camp, like many of 
the other 200 in the nation, was resi- 
dential, and therefore another impor- 
tant aspect of the experience was 
group living. YCC members are of both 
sexes and many socioeconomic back- 
grounds. 

Prospects for the future of the YCC 
seem bright, as this year’s group of 
4,200 was the largest ever. Also started 
this year were state YCC camps in 
which the federal and state govern- 


ments share the cost and the YCCers 
work on state land. Just what do the 
young people gain for their eight 
weeks of labor? A gross pay of around 
$400, some first-hand environmental 
experience, and a lot of satisfaction. 0 


DAVID KRIEBEL is co-founder of the 
Union of Young Environmentalists and 
an undergraduate at the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay. LARRY 
FOSTER is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Rhode Island and has been a 
ycc leader for three years. 


Views expressed in OVERVIEW are 
not necessarily those of ENVIRON- 
MENT or of the Scientists’ Institute 
for Public Information. 
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